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(To demonstrate further the sun does not shine on all the
earth at the same time and that there is a delay in the local time
all the world. Mayasura selects four places are separated by 90
degrees. It is to be noted that all these four places are seaports.
The places starting from the east the Yamakodi in land called
Bhadrasva, then Lanka land called Bharata then Romaka in
land called ketumala, and then Siddhapuri in land called Kuru)
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(inxxiiiin xxii-70-71 it states when sun is over head in
Bhadrasva, it is just rising in Bharata, it is midnight in
Ketumala and set in kuru. The cycle of Miday, sun rise, mid
night, and sun set rotates from Bharata and rotates (round the

world)
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THE TIMES OF INDIA

—04.09.2024 Chennai—
Hey, teacher, look
what we found: A

megalithic burial site

ARCHAEOLOGY 101: The students who discovered the burial sites
along with their teacher Jeyalakshmi; (below) the slab is
estimated to be 3,000 years old

Yazhiniyan@timesofindia.com

Arunand S Chandru,

both SSLC students

at a govt high school
at Kamanthotti in Krishnagiri
district, may not consider
themselves archaeological en-
thusiasts. However, the basic
understanding of archaeology
they gained through their
school’s heritage club helped
them identify two ancient
megalithic dolmenoid cists —
prehistoric burial sites — in
their native villages of Dinnur
and Gopasandiram.

“We pass these
stones every day.
People in our vil-
lage worship it
as ‘Gangamma’
(a local deity).
But it was only
after our teach-
er Jeyalakshmi
taught us about
megalithic burial
structures that we were
able to identify them. When we
told her about it, she immedi-
ately visited the spot and con-
firmed that these sites date
back 3,000 years,” says Arun.

The megalithic era in TN
extended between 2,200BC and
600BC. It also coincided with
the Iron Age in India.

The dolmenoid cists (box-
shaped burial chambers)
found in Krishnagiri have a
menhir beneath a capstone
with petroglyph (a type of rock
art) on the side. “The dolme-

noid cist is covered with slabs
on all four sides and is two feet
tall and four-and-a-half feet
long. Two of the stones are
leaning. In the middle of it is
a two-foot-high menhir. There
is a one-foot-tall capstone near
it,” says Jeyalakshmi, who has
a degree in archaeology.

She adds that the capstone
is significant. “We don’t usu-
ally find capstones at mega-
lithic burial sites. It is placed
only for the leader of a clan.
Since there is one here, this
must be the burial site of a
leader,” says Jeyalak-
shmi, who heads the
heritage club in
the school.

Archaeolo-
gists say mega-
lithic burials
are widespread
in Krishnagiri

and Dharmapuri,
and connect these
findings to Mayilad-
umparai, an archaeologi-
cal site in Krishnagiri where
the Tamil Nadu archaeological
department is conducting an
excavation. “We have several
megalithic burial structures in
Mayiladumparai,” says V Ra-
jaguru, president of Ram-
anathapuram Archaeological
Research Foundation. “Palaeo-
lithic and neolithic artefacts
were also found at the sites.”
Email your feedback
with name and address to
southpole.toi@
timesofindia.com
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